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Chi Fund   ▲7.8 

Line Fund ▼0.8 

 

Rec’d Fund ▼6.2 
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Results in Review 
MAFL Funds  

I’ve hit on an idea for a new-age book, which I’m tentatively entitling Coping 
With Loss. 

In it I’ll chronicle the four stages that people should expect to go through as 
they repeatedly witness close yet financially unfavourable outcomes to 
sporting contests on which they’ve wagered. 

Stage 1 is the Jovial Stage, the hallmarks of which are a jaunty and upbeat 
disposition and a firm belief that “it all evens out in the long run”. (Actually, 
while I’m on this topic, can anyone who follows any sport at all tell me how 
rational people can maintain the belief that poor umpiring is okay because 
“it all evens out in the end”? I hear it raised often, especially in relation to 
cricket umpiring, and feel compelled to point out that the proof of this thesis 
requires that the individual putting it forward know with certainty what the 
outcome would have been in the absence of all such poor umpiring decisions 
and then to compare this alternate outcome with the actual outcome 
achieved. In the strong form of this hypothesis such evening out happens 
within the context of the one match; in the weaker form things even out over 
the course of a number of matches, possibly spanning different seasons and 
series. To both forms I blow a derisory raspberry.) 

Stage 2 is the Indignant Stage, which is characterised by mild annoyance at the continuance of such 
unfortunate outcomes, and something bordering on an expectation that the teams, collectively, must cease 
and desist such behaviour. 

Stage 3 is the Rageful Stage during which the aerodynamic and percussive properties of various objects, each 
generally unassociated with flight or musicality, are widely explored. 

Stage 4 – the final stage – is the Bemused Stage within which the afflicted person watches without emotion, 
fascinated to witness the new-found ways in which wagered-upon teams – favourites and underdogs alike- 
can establish and then fritter away sizeable leads. 

Me? I’m deep in Stage 4, silently hoping there’s no Stage 5. I’ll let you know. 

Fortunately, this week was not the total disaster that was Round 11, as the sole Chi bet and one of the Line 
bets were successful. Still, Adelaide led for most of all but the dying moments of the fourth quarter, 
Collingwood led handily until a Blues surge went unanswered, and the Dees went to sleep for 20 minutes in 
the second term only to surge home in the third and early stages of the fourth quarters only to lose the plot 
in the last 10 minutes. 

The details for each Investor are in the table above. 

 

Surprisal 

Despite 7 of 8 favourites winning this weekend, it was merely a “Predictable” round based on surprisals. This 
is due to the fact that three of the successful favourites were at near even-money prices. 

 

In total this season 
we’ve now had: 

6  Very Predictable  

3  Predictable  

1  Somewhat Predictable 

and 

2  Unpredictable rounds. 

(Two of the three rounds 
that have been profitable 
for Heritage Fund 
investors have been  
rated ‘Unpredictable’. 
More please.) 
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Tipping 

Victories by Fremantle, Essendon and Collingwood threw many tipsters this 
weekend, dragging down the MAFL Tipster average to just 4.88  

The breakdown of tipster performance appears in the table at right.  

BKB, Chi and Quila all top-scored this week, each bagging 7 from 8. This was 2 
tips better than all but one other tipster (Shadow).  

The weekend’s worst tipping performances belonged to MM4, 5 and 6. They 
correctly tipped just 3 from 8. 

In overall tipping BKB now leads by 3 and is on 75 from 96 (78%) followed by Chi on 72 from 96 (75%), 
Quila on 71 from 96 (74%), and then MARS on 70 from 96 (73%). Historically, these are all remarkable 
performances – in a typical year anything approaching 70% would be footy-tip competition destroying. 

Running totals for all tipsters appear in pictorial form in Appendix 1. 

 

Team Quarter-by-Quarter Analysis 
Here are the teams’ quarter-by-quarter performance details. 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five different teams now lay claim to leadership in the various Alternative Premierships: 
 Sydney leads the During the 1st Quarter Premiership (and, by necessity, the End of the 1st Quarter 

Premiership) 
 Collingwood leads the During the 2nd Quarter Premiership 
 The Western Bulldogs lead the End of the 2nd Quarter Premiership 
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 Geelong leads the During the 3rd Quarter Premiership as well as the End of the 3rd Quarter 
Premiership and the End of the 4th Quarter Premiership (aka the Competition ladder) 

 Hawthorn leads the During the 4th Quarter Premiership. 

Melbourne, meantime, holds 5 of the 8 Alternative Premiership Spoons: During the 2nd Quarter, During the 
3rd Quarter, End of the 2nd Quarter, End of the 3rd Quarter and End of the 4th Quarter. Essendon holds two 
other of the Spoons – the two that come as a pair – the End of the 1st Quarter and the During the 1st Quarter 
Spoons. 

Fremantle holds the only remaining Spoon, that for During the 4th Quarter. Even though they broke their 
losing streak this weekend they still managed to lose the final term, leaving them now at 2 and 10 for this 
term for the season, one-half a win behind the surprisingly 
poor Brisbane Lions. 

Geelong and Sydney are now joint leaders on the Overall 
table, each having won 32, drawn 1 and lost 15 quarters so 
far this season. The Bulldogs are third just one-half a win 
behind and Hawthorn are fourth, a further one win back. 

Melbourne, unsurprisingly, are quite a distant last, some 5 
wins behind West Coast who are in 15th. 

The broad pattern of correlation between competition points 
and quarter-by-quarter performance remains. The 
correlation between competition points and: 
 Quarter 1 performance is +0.59 
 Quarter 2 performance is +0.73 
 Quarter 3 performance is +0.62 
 Quarter 4 performance is +0.71 
 All Quarter performance is +0.94 

 

Team Ratings Update 
The Western Bulldogs, Fremantle and Carlton all enjoyed large ratings gains of around 5 points this 
weekend, inflicting equally large reductions on their respective opponents in the Lions, the Roos and the 
Pies. 

Geelong, Essendon and Sydney each earned between 2 and 4 ratings points, and the remaining winners, 
Hawthorn and Richmond, each gained 1 rating point or less.  

Here’s how the ratings now look: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The MARS Predictor top 7 comprises the same teams that make up the competition’s top 7, albeit with a 
slightly different order for the top 4 (MARS has Sydney 2 places higher, in 2nd). 
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After the top 7, however, significant differences between the MARS rankings and the competition ladder 
abound: 

 Port Adelaide, despite yet another ratings point decline, clings onto 8th spot in the MARS Predictor 
System, the spot which Carlton occupies on the competition ladder. MARS has long memories of the 
2007 Carlton team and currently has them in 14th spot. Port Adelaide are 12th on the competition 
ladder.  

 Ninth spot on the MARS Predictor System is taken up by Fremantle, almost nine ratings points 
behind Port Adelaide. On the competition ladder Fremantle is 14th and ninth spot is occupied by the 
Kangaroos. MARS has the Roos positioned 11th. 

Here are the full MARS Rankings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MARS Top 8 has now contained the same teams for the past 5 weeks and the only difference between 
the competition Top 8 and the MARS Top 8 continues to be Port’s inclusion in the MARS Top 8 at the expense 
of the Roos. 

 

And here is the competition ladder: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You might have noticed a new column, labelled ‘Rushed’ in the competition ladder shown above. This 
column shows the number of rushed behinds credited to each team and its inclusion now allows me to 
calculate Accuracy in the more traditional way by excluding rushed behinds from the denominator. 

It’s interesting to note how the different styles of football lead to large differences in the number of rushed 
behinds scored. Collingwood tops the list with 48 rushed behinds just one ahead of the Lions on 47. In 
contrast, Hawthorn and Essendon each have registered only 22 rushed behinds all season – fewer than 2 per 
game. 
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The new accuracy stats are interesting too in that 3 of the 5 best stats belong to teams in ladder positions 
11th through 13th, and 2 of the 3 worst stats belong to teams in the competition’s top 8. The correlation 
between competition points and goal-kicking accuracy is only +0.215 (which is roughly equal to that 
between competition points and rushed behinds). Clearly accuracy in front of goal is not all that important. 

With the Essendon and Fremantle losing streaks both being snapped this week, only one team, Melbourne, 
has a losing streak that extends beyond 3 games. 

In a wonderful example of symmetry, there’s also only one team with a winning streak extending beyond 3 
games. That team is Sydney. 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

Based on this season’s statistics (excluding the two draws): 
 83% of teams that have led at the end of the 3rd quarter (in games where there’s been a clear leader 

at the end of the 3rd quarter) have gone on to win 
 76% of teams that have led at the end of the 2nd quarter (in games where there’s been a clear leader 

at the end of the 2nd quarter) have gone on to win 
 75% of teams that have won the 4th quarter (in games where there’s been a clear winner of the 4th 

quarter) have gone on to win 
 72% of teams that have won the 3rd quarter (in games where there’s been a clear winner of the 3rd  

quarter) have gone on to win 
 72% of teams that have won the 2nd quarter (in games where there’s been a clear winner of the 2nd 

quarter) have gone on to win 
 68% of teams that have won/led at the end of the 1st quarter (in games where there’s been a clear 

leader at the end of the 1st quarter) have gone on to win 
 65% of teams that have scored the first goal in the 3rd quarter have gone on to win 
 64% of teams that have scored the first goal in the 4th quarter have gone on to win 
 63% of teams that have scored the first point (behind or goal) in the 3rd quarter have gone on to win 
 62% of teams that have scored the last goal in the 3rd quarter have gone on to win 
 57% of teams that have scored the first point (behind or goal) in the 4th quarter have gone on to win 

 

I’m sure there’ll be at least one stat there to give your team hope at every change, every week. 

 

(more from www.xkcd.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Tony 

15 June 2008 

http://www.xkcd.com/
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Appendix 1 : Cumulative Tipping Performance – All Tipsters 

 


